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ROLEYSTONE–KELMSCOTT BUSHFIRES — KEELTY REPORT —  
FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES AUTHORITY AND WA POLICE 

477. Mr E.S. RIPPER to the Premier  

I refer to the finding in the Keelty report that evidence was given to the special inquiry concerning an impasse 
that had developed between the Fire and Emergency Services Authority and WA Police about the powers to be 
used when evacuating residents. This is potentially a life or death matter.  

(1) Does the Premier accept that it was his minister’s responsibility to resolve this impasse between his two 
agencies; and how is the Premier holding him accountable for his failure to do that?  

(2) Why was the contract for FESA CEO, Jo Harrison-Ward, renewed in April, although her existing 
contract was up for renewal this month?  

(3) Why did the government renew this contract early when renewal should have been considered only 
following receipt of the Keelty report?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

(1)–(3) That is a value judgement the Leader of the Opposition might like to make. We acted when we received 
this report. As I said, it was only this Monday that cabinet looked at the report in detail, and spent over 
two hours with Mick Keelty —  

Mr E.S. Ripper: You’ve had it for two months.  

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen!  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I think we have done the appropriate thing in that regard.  

Mr E.S. Ripper: Mr Keelty didn’t think the contract should be renewed.  

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: He is not the government. The government has taken note of his account of the incidents 
that happened on the day and all the related issues. I cannot redo history and I am not attempting to do it.  

Mr P.B. Watson: You tend to rewrite it a lot.  

The SPEAKER: Member for Albany, I formally call you to order for the first time today! I note that the Leader 
of the Opposition has asked a question that I think everybody in this place wants to hear an answer to. 
Unnecessary interjections do not help anybody in this place.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: One of the issues that has been around for a long time has been the issue of clear 
responsibility. In only an anecdotal sense—I go back to previous times in government, when there have been 
crises—it has struck me that there has not been the clear line of responsibility that is needed to deal with the 
situation.  

Mr E.S. Ripper: One minister, both agencies, three years.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: That has been something that came to the fore again through some of the issues relating to 
the fires in Roleystone–Kelmscott. The recommendation—the government is varying in a sense the way we 
adopt it—of appointing a fire commissioner will give clear lines of responsibility. That is probably one of the 
most telling results that will come out of this report. In a situation like that we want someone in uniform, in 
charge and able to make decisions. That is not something politicians should be involved in. This government will 
act to make sure that is the case. 
 


